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A special thanks to Ted and Nancy Paup for their 
generous funding and support during the 

creation of this exhibition.

This program is made possible in part by a grant from Humanities 
Texas, the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities, and a grant from the Texas Historical Foundation.

FALL HISTORY EXHIBITION

Smith’s Station 
On the Butterfield

3rd Floor, History Galleries
November 19, 2022 - July 15, 2023

          ust over thirty miles northeast of Abilene sits the Chimney Creek Ranch. Established in 1876, the ranch   

          is home to cattle and native species along with conserved grasslands and vital water sources. However, 

          before the ranch was formed, the Butterfield Overland Mail Route, which operated from 1858-1861, made its 

2,800-mile-long trek through the region to deliver mail and passengers from St. Louis to San Francisco in 24 days 

and 23 hours. On the Chimney Creek Ranch stands the remnants of the only stop on the Butterfield Overland Mail 

Route in Shackelford County. Smith’s Station gave employees and passengers a place to quickly eat, rest, trade 

supplies, allow for their mules to be groomed or switched out, and add additional freight if necessary. The stage 

stop was in between two others, Clear Fork Station 28 miles to the north and Fort Phantom Hill 12 miles to the 

southwest.

In 2002, the current owners of the Chimney Creek Ranch, Hank and Ted Paup, were approached by historians 

and archaeologists for research on Smith’s Station which subsequently led to the excavation of the site. They 

uncovered hundreds of artifacts including horse and mule shoes, wagon parts, nails, small tools, military items 

and casings, kitchen utensils, and various other artifacts. These artifacts give a telling story of the interesting yet 

challenging life on the stage line and show the importance of these stage stops on the Butterfield.

Join us in the History Galleries on the third floor of The Grace as this exhibition will highlight the history and 

archaeology of Smith’s Station, provide an overview of the Butterfield Overland Mail Route, and give a backdrop to 

the future establishment of the Chimney Creek Ranch.

Smith’s Station at Chimney Creek Ranch
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Timetable for the Overland Mail Company’s 
eastbound and westbound routes,

Published September 1858

The Butterfield Overland Mail transferred passsengers
 and mail to light, durable vehicles for travel over rough roads.

From Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, October 23, 1858. www.parks.ca.gov.

EXHIBITION RECEPTION

December 1, 2022
Public opening reception

HISTORY LECTURES

January 12, 2023 
Joe R. Allen

Spring 2023 
Michael Grauer

Summer 2023 
Dr. Debbie Liles

“As a former President of the Abilene Fine Arts Museum and involved 
in the formation of The Grace Museum, it is such an honor for me 
and my family to be involved in this exhibition. Smith’s Station on the 
Butterfield  has  been  an important part of our ownership of the Chimney 
Creek Ranch. Thanks to so many people for making this possible.”

– Ted Paup


