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‘ CHIMNEY CREEK CROSSINGS §~f”

by Chan Drlscoll

a When in the beglnnlng, God created our'unlverse, I have j

| always :Lmaglned HlS restlng that seventh day in the mlddle of

- Chimney Creek Ranch., If you have ever had the 0pportun1ty to

view a sunrise on the prairie, you w1ll understand What-l mean, fsff 5”
As one looks and listens on a cool, clear, qdiet'mOrninQ infthefc“fjoff
grey dawn and suddenly sees the sun peek above the eastern"  * ”-

horlzon and scatter shafts of golden and crlmson llght' then d§7““”*“*”

 v1olet and pink, rose, orange and yellow, flnally blue.and

511ver hues in the sky and upon the level plalns; that 1s when' "m%”l""

God must have sald -“It 1s very good " Deo volente, God

'WLllrng, I shall attempt to palnt a plcture of thlS lovely '

 land with the people and events that have shaped lts hlStorY‘ l ”: l’h‘

There were three babies born in Texas durlng the 1ast

decade of the 19th Century whose paths crossed ‘on Chlmney Creektrfll f

ranch. In 1889 my father, Thaddeus Edgar Johnson, was born 1ni  bfltof

‘born in Stephens County.' In 1899 Watklns Reynolds Matthews was:’    hH

born in Shackelford County.

Dad was the middle son of six sons born'to Minnie B; ;“',7

been recorded by George Alice Randolph in her 1974 publlcatlon  ““ ,

of the Johnson family, "Woodland Cousrns.'% ThlS followrng 11tt1e7f*7 e;

essay Wlll recall Davis hlstory as it relates to Patty Lambert ;fn; #J

......



fe_‘f, Haﬁk.andtT; Edgar Paup in their ownership of Chimney Creek

~ ranch. These things I remember.

fxChimney Creek’wae inhabited as early as Texas?gained her

Tfm'statehoodon DeCember 29, 1845 by the Comanche Indlans. We

,7g _g_kn0w 11ttle of life here untll 1858 when the Eutterfleld Stage

'-, ;  gL1ne;made'a stOpplng p01nt at the Smith Station. Then during

; ‘§f ‘the CiVil'War,,when-the lower'floor of the main house, oday

'?hfjpa the only stone portlon,_was used to store arms for the Con-

\“g[h: _federacy 1n case there was a need to flght the Yankees in West

'ajgf; Texas, ltS hlstory makes an abrupt change.x

We belleve that the famlly on Chlmney Creek who built Smith

?:~gf Stat1on and the rock house, now the north end of the main ranch

,' '  ,house, must have_glven'up-after_the C1v11 War and moved on.

'f  hﬁgTheré are'no.sighS'Of homesteading for the nemt_twentygyears.

 ;‘We do know that the rallroad was mQV1ng west. Workmen made a

d'*d~ggtent Vlllage wherever the rallroad constructlon st0pped. The

 ; '_‘besteexampleof this 1s‘Ab;lene. It began as la town in 1881

7!g_:§n1y mi1es.from.Chimney Creek. As the Iron Horse pushed west,

,.thebuffalo hunters'moved along like parasites-kllllng, kllllng,.

kllllng'~ sklnnlng the buffalo and 1eaV1ng the carcass for the

} 4_buzzards to plck'the bones. The buffalo hunters and the coming

 .of.thedrailrQad finally drove the Comanche to [seek new lands.

" «'This;struggle'made.Chimney.Creek a lonely, isglated country for

" '7gdthese twenty years..'

Later the mother and father of Watt Matthews enter the

h_,plcture.  They were Judge and Mrs. John A. Matthews of Albany

.laff¥ who had a beautlful daughter, Ella. On April 23, 1881 she‘




”married FrankB 'Conrad
small child.
ranch, Chlmney Creek
living on the ranch.
‘ wasonly-twenty-seven~years old,
Placer' '

the ranch from George Conrad.

the Texas Central Railroad,

Watt Matthews today remembers when my

Frank Conrad wasra W1dowerwlthone‘>\;
He brought his brlde, Ella Matthews, to hlS ' R
’ Ella and Frank had flve chrldren WhllE"\
Unfortunately, Frank Conrad dled when Ella ,  :  ,

It was often called the Conradftw y@“

He remembers when a sw1tch of

on Chimney Creek where cattle were loaded to send to market

It was named for Watt's father,

a child once a year I was taken to thlS round-up when the Dav1s *f”"f”“
cattle were loaded 1nto rallroad cattle cars to head for market.'”ff  f 

We carrled a chuck wagon dinner from Mamaw's home 1n Abllene to'w f;m  g

feed all the surroundlng cowboys.
round*up:time.

neighbor..

Mother had a sister, Oma Frances ”Petﬁ'Davis,

Louie George Davis.

They"Were all three born

the Bud Matthews SW1tch

They helped each other at

It worksthesameway=today,nelghbor helplng

to Hattle Colllns

Davis and George Robert Davrs,imy Mamaw and Gnandan, on the

- Davis Ranch east of Breckenrldge.

_'family from Kaufman County, had a'sister,-glioei that flgures ln Q[TTIF:

our moving history too.

'Breckenridge Walker,

whlte Chlld born in a small settlement in Stephens County.

it was named for him, Breckenrldge, Teanu;

G, Davis, one of a large

to become'my Uncle"Breck was the flrSt ddebV

Thus

He grew up ‘in thlS -

community while G. ‘R. Davrs and hlS brothers and slsters grew up

1in Kaufman County.

~3-

Meanwhlle Uncle Breck marrled Allce Davxs,fo “wf*r”l

gr and f ath e r bOught -

and a brother;  ;n V*
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for Breckenridge. They headed west in a covered wagon Wlth

-~ one trunk and a. rock;ng chair as brlde and greom;  ' ”

Hattle Colllns had one brother, Alex Colllns;'who later

G. R.'s sister, and'broughther'toBfeCkenridge;"Short1Y"" "“ '”'” '

thereafter Go. R ' Davis married Hattie Collins and they set out

settled near San Angelo. He dled there 1n 1952 Whlle PrESldenthhtd”;tvﬁ

of the San Angelo Cltlzens Natlonal Bank Hattle Colllns Davlsd”t

~was a delicate, sensitive, pretty school teacher when she marrled°7“”

Grandan. He had gone only through the thlrd grade in SChool 8 ': ,..

was a hard worklng, intelligent, personable,.honest rancher who LR

‘soon became the village‘druggist es well.'f

The Davises saved money to buy land. Flrst they settled

east of Breckenridge. Finally'they'moved 1nto town, thlS small
ranch became a-downtpayment for Chimney.Creek twenty-flve years'd

later." But even at that time they dld not sell all of the

Stephens County ranch. Today many famllles own parts of the  3h"“""‘f

original ranch, each calling his "The Bob IaV1s Pasture.- ThlS

land is next to the-Breckenrldge Walker ranch northeast of

‘Breckenridge that is today owned by T. C. U. as a W1lled glft.

'The Davises a1 S0 took sare Of'theirdléved Ones. ‘In 1926h_,;5“t”dh7

Grandpaw Davis, G. R.'s father, was livingfin Ourdhome, dled   ggg¢ 

and Was huried in Breckenridge. He had a 1ong whlte beard

and-flowing white hair. At four years old I kept-confu31ng him“tfggt%;*

W1th Santa Claus. Mamaw'’ S'mOther, by now called "Danamaw“ by

Robble, Pet and Louie Davxs, ‘lived in Breckenr;dge w;th the Davaf"ihfdf

family untll her death. Thelir home was on West Walker d;rectly

.across the street from the Methodlst church of Whlch they were'V* t”“d7$
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Breckenridge.".'_' | - ' ..‘.- , 15”

active members. That ChUrChlremains tOdaYfinﬁthe~$am¢glocatidn incdrc"T

All three DaVlS chlldren graduated from.areckenrldge ngh [  iftn"

School Pet and Robble attended S. M. U. and recelved B. A
degrees. Both glrls became school teachers. ILOUle Davls;;ﬂhc”"
went to Texas A&M Unlver51ty but became a rancher w1th hlS. |

father, G. R. Davis, before graduatlon.

While World War I was going on, G. R. Davis Was_making‘higj' :'“’“'

move. He bought Chimney Creek and moved hiS gfamily tO it from R

'Breckenridge; They lived there untll thelr mansmon 1n Ab11ene;7 T5?fd 3

at 718 Victoria Street was completed 1n 1923- the constructlon

of this handsome house began in 1921 ' It took two years to

complete this three story, elghteen room home|W1th full attlc,fff”*f”“?y

basement, garages and servants quarters. The Chlmney Creek

moved next to the existing rock structure to prOV1de a kltchen.?ﬁfﬁ*wbrh

There was a sprlnghouse to give semlrefrlgeratlon.- Much later

this second bulldlng was 301ned to the maln house and is today'

! .
|
i

1ts full kitchen and dlnlng room.

. .
. . ' .
P
I
. .
l |
)
I

At the end of World War I both DaV1s glrls were teachlng

school. There was an o1l boom g01ng on ln Breckenrldge that brought

- new life to the community. A young 1awyer; Thaddeus Edgar Johnson,""f”'

, just back from war duty for his country 1n France Wlth a Law

degree from Texas UanGISLty and one from Qxford England came

' to seek his fortune in Breckenrldge., There,were RQ Paved.streets; wa‘*

he would bog down in mud knee-deep in bad:frainy:Wéather§”thtf3*°""'”

T. Edgar Johnson never stayed bogged down Iong.'SOOn_heymet t7

_5—



L

famlly, my mother, Robbie Davms.- They were marrled under the

and marrled the gentle, winsome mlddle Chlld of the G, R DaV1s fdffggr-

1spread1ng pecan trees in the backyard by the two story rock Slde'y°””r'"

of the Chlmney Creek ranch house They were'marrled on July 18

 1920 by T. Edgar Johnson " s Unlver31ty of Tean‘roommate and I" “””" ?

closest frlend for his entire llfetlme, a Pre$byter1an mlnlster,;$°y:'"”

Dr. Robert Grlbble.-

I was born some vears later at 1007 West Hullum, Brecken‘a _ _...._

ridge. In a few years I was joined by a baby'51ster,,Robb1e REIRE
Lou. She was born with pyloric stenOS1s; today an‘easily SR
corrected dlgestlve obstructlon. She was often very 111 and'ffai
hospitalized for months at_a time. Thus the pattern began for
me and'Chimney'Creek. My parentswould take—me to the ranch '

and leave'me during Robbie Lou's attacks. She dled as a young bﬂ'

.chlld but I had developed four addltlonal parents who contlnuedt“b'id?e

to-share Chimney Creek with me every summer oﬁ my llfe..  c  "ML”

The no plumbing days at Chimney Creek are VlVld 1n my

memory, also the screened porches with SW1ngs and w1cker rocklng:ffjjﬁf“

was a party 11ne where one could listen to other peoples ‘conver;uf wf?“

'sation. However everyone informed me that~to do thlS was very

"bad manners." I love toO thlnk of the well out back before 1t

went dry, the coolness of the sprlng house down the terraced rockc*flys/

steps west of the main house. The sprmng houSe*was chered”w1th  ? ‘51¢

a trumpet V1ne that had trumpetllke orange blqssoms on 1t all

summer long. I like to remember my Uncle Loule 8 taklng an_ ”1."7*

empty match box . sty lng and two -g;t.ant qrasshoppers . and maklng
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S d* ”:. ]me‘"a stage coaoh just 11ke the one that stopped at Smith

. ’ﬂg  Stat1on years ago south of the house. I llke to remember '

¥,

. g“; f hot eummer afternoons when the cowboys in the bunk house and we

L,;ln the,maln house lay on cots or pallets for naps to avoid the

. g'-.‘ m1d day heat 1n our'West Texas bllsterlngly hot, dry summers.

@'”g _r  My prec1ous Pet who became like my mother, read ‘aloud 1nnu—

'"" l“merable books to me those many naptimes. .Thns,gave'me a llfe.

 ]dflong love of good literature., I remember makﬁng‘soap after'

f.;ehog kllllng tlme in the W1nter, gatherlng eggs down at the barn,

Q ;;feed1ng the chlckens,'and hldlng my eyes when Mamaw wrang a

1;nﬁichlcken s neck for'Sunday dlnner.' The cows down at the barn

'lJi,.   'had to'be«milked'every evening. Mamaw had a cPurn She made

\f.gﬁldf; -butter,clabber, buttermilk and delicious tthk cream. If I

‘?d- »!f  _;stood very close to my Grandan and remained ever SO qulet whlle

.~ he WaS'mllklngr,he would shoot a spray of milk to me straight

'ajw'frcm'the cow.,]z can still feel the warm milk on my face and taste

".'llt as 1t hlt my mouth, Oh, the joys of country liVing and child-

,;gvgn_hood dreams,gh”.

After the Indian camps vanished and the bison had disappeared,

 \'after the Butterfleld stage coach had its short life in 1858,

'ng f,fafter the ClVll War days of stored munltlons 1n the rock house:

|   and after the Conrad's ownershlp of Chlmney Creek for around

'forty years concluded then came the G. R. DaV1s purchase of

;llthls splendld ranch in 1919 G. R, Davis and hls son, Loule,

Jgite ran the ranch oPeratlon alone in the beglnnlngz When they moved

' f _:i 1nto Abllene 1n 1923 however,ziforeman was hlred to llve ln the

| Chimney Creck house. This happy association lasted with Grady

-




i” ;hi 3nd'BerthaSmith unti1 1939, 'Today Gradyeﬂ:eiqhty vears old

 :""says,,”I drew a pay check from the Davises for fifty vears.

'hsThey Were the bESt, W@ll the llz employers l avey had.“

{ ‘;: 'Grady and Bertha had two of their four chlldreh born at

‘1 relv“Ch1mney Creek , Thelr flrst child, Florlne, and I played g

C  _; together as klddos and 1ove to remember "the o%den days" as

“.hlhl we.v1slt today; Water_was plped into the ranch house. Then

  ‘came Rura1 Electrification that_brought electrﬁCity to it.

'“{ The‘télePhOﬁe.WaS added and later butane gas W%S obtained.

. Acquiescence was not the rancher's view of proéress. He embraced

f‘*  progress,‘After-theSmiths'moved to another-ranch house Pet

..    .lived on'Chimney”Creekuntil her death in 194ll  Again this area

gixjt;5became the,Davisfranohiheadquarters.- By now the Davis ranch

[_gg,. operatlon was an.expanding one. Chimney Creek-remained their

 ra;hheadquarters untll G. R. Dav1s s death December 31, 1955 when

- d t3 my mother;_Robble Davls Johnson, inherited Chl@ney Creek

Mother chose to lease the land. She had not been tralned;

: _ as an agronomlst SO she leased Chimney Creek to Charlle Waller

  o of Breckenrldge in 1957 Mr. Waller ran hlS Waller Cattle Co.

-. , 'from thlS 1and and put his son's family, Ruby and Robert Waller

1'_ Land son; Bobby, in the Chlmney Creek ranch house. Charlle

 5ly~ Wal1er dled 1n December of 1973 but Robert.Waller picked up

,,1 'the lease and has 11ved there until this day, alded by the

7“ 1  hBobbyWa1ler famlly who llves in Albany.

Chlmney Creek Cr0851ngs have been few but enduring;' The

'land 1s much llke 1t was over a hundred years ago. Today %t.has'

 {a,h-more prlckly Pear and mesqulte and broomweed more oil and gas
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:jfthat,haa-been-drilled ont of the earth to supply industry and

' *«gftransportation'ofAmerica. But the changes are almost 1mper-

| afid;ceptible.. The watch for and the kllllng of tﬁe rattle snake

t;  is still a grave taak.. The fear of fire on aﬁy of ‘the land is

;;ngck_a.constant danger._ The lack of water and the dread,of drought
L "if¢ _has been and Wlll remaln our number one problem,  These three

*Jy ,;f  facte have always exlsted and will always exmst .

The Wlld life and vegetatlon on Chlmney Creek must be

'._f,ge;very much 11ke it was in the days the plalns Indlans roamed

'  _the West. ;The buffalo, correctly-named the blson, herds are

,_ H .gone, but the other changes are mlnlmal Thelland never

 ’  proV1dedmuch-food for the red man. Today there are a few

1.  wi1d.p1nm_trees,'but moSt;fragile plants have;been eradicated.
“-ri;,  Sitting;outside under the stars at night one tan hear the howl

 f¢   of-coyotes on‘the*distant prairie. The smallldeer 18 scarce,

. \"d;jq_the Bob cat and W11d turkey exist but not in abundance. The

5 -Jack'rabb1t and pralrle.dog are ever present.;.There are

.;  r}gSeaS0nal"birds'to.huntj' However we have neveriallowed hunters

'_  on-this ranch- 'Chimney Creek is cattle country. First the

fgfi-.ip,r _long-horned Cattle survived here, then the Hereford did well.

 f;Today the Wallers do cattle breedlng with the'Angus, ‘the Brahma

:;'”;?Ae§ and other breeds that‘makes a strong, meaty range anlmal The

efqh  rrAmer1can tables. -”_ . .

h{fwaller Cattle Co. supplles our markets W1th gpod beef for

 ja,j tgHorsesHon Chimney;Creek are for work purposes. The cowboys
hgf;;are;the_riders;' My fondest memory of my horsemanship wasfriding

. "‘efn :ona,iitt1éPillow-ln front of_Grandan._ I held on to the saddle '

-




  ;'  hornfof-dear 1ife,"We often had hay rides in| a horse drawn

:_wagon for Abllene frlends. Urban friends today enjoy a visit

 to Chimney Creek to view a genuine working Tanch of the 20tn

,dL   M century, In the north tank by the barn as a Chlld I went

'*7§    f1sh1ng, even found some Indian arrow-heads there sometime.

;f. nIf I ever caught a flsh.Mamaw made me throw it back since they

TR much as 1t has always been, in modest array.

,'“'weretoosmall to-cOok. Wild life remains on Chimney Creek

As I 51t on the south porch of the newly constructed

';dtc-L;ttle-House,,oneof the Chimney Creek compound, I feel as 1f

.fd{   ;I?am”1ooking into the past. First is the Carrﬁage Shed, then our

7=_h ﬂLitt1e-House and garage where once the chickenrhOuse and smoke

ggcﬁ_-jhouse were located the main house comes next W1th its many

: ”; add1t1ons, then the.bunk hocuse, now a work shop;Aand flnally

ﬁh'hi htthe barn and corrals., Thls plcturesque settlng is 1n.a.valley'

' fc j; a1ong water where the breezes blow in a ~gentle pattern. It is

~'}- _a wcrklng cattle ranch Wlth fences, cattle guards, pastures,

'  'watertanks and wind mllls. It is heaven on earth to a little

‘Va ,}n girl,who_was.born to parents married on it and who has children '

'fi'Who,will-inherit it. We are not a capricious clan. We are

,af';ploneer stock. We are loyal to the land. It is our past, present

W"ﬂcf¢ and future 1n the Amerlcan West. Tt represents our heritage

-  _5 i'and our peace. By the grace of God, Chlmney Creek Cr0551ngs
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