 NARRATIVE HISTORY
TQ SUPPQRT APPLICATION FOR HISTORICAL MARKXER FOR

SHITH'S STATION
ON THE -
BUTTERFIELD UVERL_AND MAITL ROUTE

i

by
JOSEPH E. BLANTON

[MEMBER, SHACKELFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION]
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SMITH'S STATION

Smith's Station,' the only stand on the Butterfield Over-
land Mail Route in what is now Shackelford County, Texas, was situated on
the north bank of Chimney Creek, a short tributary of the Clear Fork of the
Brazos River, at approximately 32°-42'-25" north latitude and 99°-32'-3g"
west longitude? The Conklings gave the distance from Smith's to Clear }-ork
the next station to the northeast, as twenty-six miles® and that to Fort
Phantom Hill, the next station to the southwest, as twelve miles.® The site
is about fifteen miles west of Albany by U.S. Highway 180 and a ranch road.
Describing the road from Clear Fork Station through: Smith's Station and on
to Fort Phantom Hill, J. W. Williams wrote, "From here the mapped road bore
to the southwest, avoiding much of the broken hill country west of the site
of Albany, and crossing the course of the modern Stamford-Albamy highway
two miles southeast of the railroad flag station known as Budmatthews.® Tvro -
miles south of Budmatthews, the road crossed Chimey Creek and contimed in
& somewhat westerly direction to the county line, where it crossed Deadmn'
Creek in Section nine of Block fourteen, Texas and Pacific Railroad surveys
Without any gredt change of course, the old road passed on and crossed Elm
Creek about a mile and a half above its junction with the Clear Fork, and
from this crossing extended due vest for about one-half a mile directly into
the ruins of old Fort Phantom Hill.'’ .

The site is in Section 10, Block 13, of the Texas and Pacific Railway
Company lands on what has been known for a century Or more as the Chimmey
Creek Ranch.’ The first owners of record were Geoxrge B, Horsfull and John F..
Horsfull who on June 19, 1883, conveyed the property ta A. W. Rhodes® who
sold it to Joseph Kile on August 15, 1883.*° On February 28, 1889, the proper-
ty was patented to R. B. Thompson, trustee of the estate of Joseph Kile, de-
ceased, by Governor L. S. Ross.™ On January 12, 1903, J. M. Xile and wife
comveyed the section to Virginia A. King®who sold it to Ella M- Conrad on
July 20, 1909.'* Various undivided fractional interests passed to Mcs. Con-
rad's sons,.Joh.n N., Louis B, and George R. Conrad, and to her brother-in-
law, George T. Reynolds.™ On June 1, 192¢, Mrs. Conrad, George R. Conrad and
George T. Reynolds sold the property to G. R. Davis,’ and from him it passed
by way of his danghter, Robbie Davis Johnson, to the Robbie Davis Johnson

Trust, Mary Frances Driscoll and the Midland National Bank Trustees,®where
title currently lies,

The Dutterfield Overland Mail was organized by John Butterfield, its
first presidant.® The mail contract with the United States Government was
signed on September 16, 18573 The firstwest-bound mail left St. Louis a
year to the day after the contract was signed while the first east-bound
stage left San Francisco at 12:10 A.M. on September 15, 1858. The contract
required that the trip each way be made in twenty-five days or less. The
first westward run was completed in thirty minutes less than twenty-four days,

‘ ' Exhibit €
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"the fastest time. for the overland journey up to that date." The coaches

travelled day and night at speeds ranging from three to twelve miles per
hour, depending upon the terrain. 2 The Butterfield Toute was over already

well-established roads, Of a portion of the trail between Smith'

s Station
and Clear Fork Station,

Sallie Reynolds Matthews wrote, "The old Butter-
field stage route passes through our ranch, the route so many wagott trains
took during the famous gold rush to California,"®

The first west-bound through passenger fare was two Iumdred dallars,

vhile the east-bound fare was half that amounit, Later the through fare was
changed to one hundred fifty dollars each way with the
a mile’® The price of the meals served to the passenger
ranged from forty cents to a dqllac?®

"way" fare ten cents
5 at the stations

Jobn Butterfield, who yode the first stage from Missouri to Fort Smith,.
Arkansas, was given high praise by Waterman 1., Ormsby, a special corres-
pondent of the New York Herald and the only through passenger on the first
west-bound run.?* The stage arrived at Smith's Station for supper on Wednes-
day, September 22, 1858. Ommsby described it in this way, "Our next stop-

ping place was at Smith's Station, twenty-three miles®® from Clear Fork, on

the banks of a small creek. No house had been built yet, those at the sta-

tion living in tents, They had nearly finished a fine corral for the stock,
making it of brush (as no timber could be had) and £illing in the chinks
with mud. Our supper consisted of cake cooked in the coals, clear coffee,
and some dried beef cooked in Mrs. Smith's best style, We changed horses or
mules and swallowed supper in double quick time and were soon on our way
again.' 2% (Mules replaced horses in Indian areas as they. were not the
tenptation for Indian raids that horses proved to be.)* He mentioned the

"mesquité timber”® —a sorry landscape” around Smith's Station and Fort Phan-
tem Hiil,?*

" Earlier in the day, after a hurried bath in the muddy water of the

Clear Fork of the Brazos River, Omsby had been obliged to finish dressing

in the coach as the teams had been changed so quickly.so So important was
speed that the station~keepers listened for the faravay sound of the con-
ductor's bugle so that they could have all. in readiness upon the arrival of
the stage.®

Another newspaper c:ofrespondent, J. M. Patwell, who made the east-bound
trip later in the year, wrote: "Leaving Phantom Hill, we came to Smith's

Station, a distance of ten miles,® passing numerous herds of antelope on our

way. To Clear Creel®is twenty-five miles,” and as a whole the Toad may be
called good, though it is intersected, along the last drive, by a mmwber of
deep 'gullies.' Deer and turkeys are abundant; the latter we see in flocks
of twenty to forty." * _

An east-bound trip in the summer of 1860 was written up by William Tal-
lack. Of the day which included Smith's Station, he wrote that they “passed
over a blackened tract of ground, still smotldering in places after a recent
prairie fire, which was stiil burning .in -the digtance." He further related
that his driver told him of once having "to’ ﬁ%ﬁ for half an hour whilst a

'
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1

long herd of buffaloes passed by; but we have ag yet seen none; as they
are gone northward during the sumner heats."-He recounted that each passen-
ger except himself had lost while dozing at least one hat Yoverboard" since
leaving San Francisco. ¥

Instead of the regular stage coaches which were used over the east and
west extremes of the route, a tighter carriage was driven through this area,
The Conklings described them as follaws, "The "celerity' wagon was an innova-
tion on the part of Butterfield to provide a lighter and faster type of
vehicie for use an the Tougher sections of the Toute, and also to furnish .
something like an overland mail coach sleeper. The carriage of this vehicle
vas built on the same lines as that of the regular coach, but had smaller

wheels. The lower part of the body was fashioned much the
lar coach body also,
ducl,

same as the regu-
but the top was a Fframe structure covered with heavy
the doors and sides provided with curtains of the same material. This
vehicle had a capacity for nine inside’ passengers only.
seats were so constructed, that they could be adjusted
With its low center of gravity this wa
the repular coach.' 3

Nothing is known of the Smith who was the station-
first name, The Conklings wrote that the name Chimnay
sugpested by the limestone chimney of the station;®
by those who have 1ived on the ranch that a pile of
stream from where the old stage road fords the creek

station chimey.” Many corrai stones have been hauled
construction.

"The -three inside
and made into a bed.
gon was less liable to an overset than

keeper, not even his
Creek could have been
it is generally believed
Stones immediately Upes .
is what remains of-the

from the ranch for road
While there is substantial evidence that the old part of the

Chimney Creek Ranch house, a mile or so to the north,. was. once a stage sta-
tion,* it was not in existence at the time the southern.Toute of the Butter-
field Overland Mail was abandoned, '’

By early 1861, the gathering clouds of war had so darkened that there
was interference with the Butterfield mails.~The last east-bound coach went
through E1 Paso on March 6, 1861, and arrived at California, Missouri, on’
March 21.51According to.the schedules; .that last. celerity wagon should have
made its stop at Smith's Station late in the day on March 13 or sometime in
the morning of March 14, scarcely a month before the firing on Fort Sumter."

Although the southern route of the Butterfield Overland Mail was in
operation for only two and a half yedrs, Smith's Station played its part in
a once vital link between the Mississippi Valley and the Pacific Coast.

February 25, 1982

SEE NOTE ON PAGE 11 . Exhibit £
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NOTES

s Stations on the Butterfield; one was in Polk

I, p.177], and the other in Barry County, Mis-
See Map 4 for entire Butterfigld Trail.

gical Survey map [Map 2].

Ref.2, v.I, p.327. - page 321,

See detail of Shackelford County road map-{Map1].

Named for Judge J, A, Matthews through whose,fanch the Butterfield Trail

ran and whose wife wrote Intervoven [Re£.4]‘_The railread has been abapdoned

and the rails taken up but the cattle-loading pens are still at the site .
of the "Bud Matthews Switch " {personal cbservation} See Map 2,

Ref.7, pp.79880; sce Williams's map [Map 3].

There were two other Smith'
County Missouri [Ref, 2, v.
souri {Ref, 2, v,I, p.186].

As plottad on the U.S. Geolo

T

8 For location of vanch headquarters, see Map 2,

Ref.l, Bk.G-3, p.43z2.

" Ibid. Bk.6, p.ss,

Y Ibid. BK.15, p.252.

" Ibid. Bk.23, p.os.

" Ibid. Bk.32, p.8d.

" 1bid. BK.38, pp.123, 124 610
¥ 1bid. Bk.66, p.7.

% Ibid.

%

Bk.229, pp.317§ 328; Bk.240, p.504; Bk.248, pp.2333, 342-344.

Y This was affirmed by Mary Frances (Mrs. E..T.) Driscoll; Mrs. Gaither Lieb
graciously permitted the use of abstracts of the area.

®Ref.2, v.1, p.123,

®Ibid, v.1, P14,

“Ibid. v.1, p.137. . -

21Ref.d, p.6l. Lambshead Creek (map 3] is in the Matthews ranch,
“Ref.2, v.1, p.138.

“1bid. v.1, p.13s.

S Ibid. v.1, p.137.

25

cf: Conklings' miles given zbove.

zsﬁef.s, p-48. -

Ref.2, v.1, p.142. -

*one can be sure that in 1858 the mesquite trees were only sparse for Sallie
Matthews, writing in 1935 of her personal memory of the range between

Smith's Station and Clear Fork Station as it was in 1866, stated, "The

country at that time was apen, not covered with mesquite timber ac it is
now." f[Ref.4, p.28.] .

*Ref.5, p.49.

Ref.2, v.1, p.323.

*Ibid. v.1, p.140.

*¢£. Conklings' miles given above.
B¢lear Fork.

3"Rcf.s, P-125; from an article in the Daily Alta California Mail, San Fran-
ciseo, Saturday, November 6, 1858.

3SIbid. PP.154 § 155; from The Califormia Overland Fzpress, “commmicated" by
William Tallack.

“Ref.2, v.1, p.133.
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¥ Ref.2, v.I, p.327.
* Ref.11.

M Ref. 10,

Y Refs.8 G 9, .

* Ref.2, v.II, p.325.
2 april 12, 1861.

I have inspected various points on the Butterfield Trail, including
Smith's Station, Clear Fork Station and Phantom Hill Station,—J.E.B.

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND OTHER REFERENCES
BOOKS '

Ref.1 Deed Books, Shackelford County, Texas.

Ref.2 Roscoe P. Conkling and Margaret ¥, Conkling: The Butterfield Over-

Land Mail, (The Arthur H, Clark Co., Glendale, California-1047).

Tef.3 Walter B. Lang: The First Overland Mail-Butterfield Ivail--St. Louis
to San Francisco, 1858-1861.

Ref.4. Sallie Reynoids Matthews :Tnterwoven, {(Anson Jones Press, Houston, Tex-
as, 1936; page numbers herein are to the editlon by Carl Hertzog,
El Paso, 1958}. o

Ref.5 Waterman L. Ormshy: The Butierfield Overland Mail, (The Huntington
Library, San Marino, California-1954). ) .

Ref.6 Carl I. Wheat: Mapping the Transmississippi Weat 1840-1861. Volume 4:

Pacific Railroad Surveys to tha Onset of the Civil Warg 1855-1860,
ARTICLE

Rupert M. Richaxrdson: “"Some Details of the Southern Overland Mail,n"
{(Southwest Historical Quarvterly, July, 1825).

THESIS

Ref.7 Jesse Wallace Williams: The Mavey and Butterfield Trails across North
Pezas, -(Haxdin-Simmens University, 1938). ‘

INTERVIEWS* ‘
Ref,8 James Robert Green (local ranchman and -historian).

Ref.9 Watt R, Matthews (local ranchman who as a boy in the first years of
the 20th century would travel the Butterfleld trail with his parents
from their ranch in Throckmorton County to the Chimney Creek Ranch,
then owned by his aunt, Ella Matthews Conrad. Some years ago, he
erected a stone monument at the Butterfield Trail's cut in a low
escarpment on his family's ranch). :

Ref.10 Grady Smith of Hamby, Texas (foreman of the Chimney Creek Ranch 1925
1943).

Ref.1} Robert Waller {local ranchman and lessee of Chimmey Creek Ranch

where he has lived since Augnst 1957).

* These four men were interviewed by me. As a hoy, I visited my great-aunt,

Ella M, [Mrs. Frank B.) Conrad, and my great-grandmother, Mrs. Joseph Beck
Matthews, at the Chimney Creek Ranch.—J.E.B.

MAPS

Ref.12 Map 1; Detail based upon Shackelford County road map.

Ref.13 Map 2: Detail of Nugent (Texas) Quadrangle, U. S, Gweological Survey
map.
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Ref.14 Map 3: Dotail of J. W. Williams's map in Ref, 7.
Ref.15 Map 4: The Dixon § Kasson map of 1859 in Ref. &,

NOTE

After writing this narrative histary,

I made another trip to the
Smith!

s Station site. The remaining rocks around the tree which was pointed

out to me by Mr. Waller on my Ffirst visit to the site as the location of

the chimney pile cannot now be identified as having once been chismney.

Two lines of rocks at.the ground surface which corner at the tree are obvi-

ously the bases of what were once stone corral fences or the walls of a

stone building. If excavating should show no foundations, they would be

fence bases. This corner is approximately £ifty yards upstream from the
old Butterfield road,

Also, I found that since my last visit, a concrete "low-water bridge"
had been built only a few yards below the Butterfield ford and a new 0il-

field voad had been bulidozed up the slope on the south side of Chimney

Creek, Fortunately, this did not obliterate the last vestiges of the his-

toric trail, the tracks of which are still plainly discernible several yards

f’
b AL .

to the ecast.

Photocopies courtesy of
MUSSELMAN PETROLEUM § LAND COMPANY

£
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Handbook of Texas Ontine - BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles[BB/egbl _print.html

LTANDBOOK m

OF TEXAS §

varyrn 10 handbogk visw

BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL. The Butterfield (or Southem) Overland Mail,
which operated from September 15, 1858, until March 1, 1861, was a semiweekly mail
and passenger stage service from St. Louis, Missouri, and Memphis, Tennessee, across
northern Texas to San Francisco, California. The routes from the two ¢astern terrnini
united at Fort Smith, Arkansas. From St. Louis to San Francisco the distance was 2,793
miles, probably the longest route of any system using horse-drawn conveyances in the
history of the United States. An act of Congress, effective on March 3, 1857, authorized
a mail contract calling for the conveying of letter mail twice weekly, in both directions,
in four-horse coaches or spring wagons suitable for carrying passengers; it was further
specified that each trip should be completed within twenty-five days. Awarded to John
Butterfield and associates, the contract provided for a compensation of $600,000 per
year, in addition to receipts for passengers and express.

As of 1858 the route extended from San Francisco to Los Angeles, thence by Fort
Yuma, California, and Tucson, Arizona, to Franklin, Texas (present El Paso). From
Franklin it ran nearly due east to Hueco Tanks, thirty miles; a little north of east to the
Pinery, fifty-six miles; twenty-four miles on to Delaware Springs; down Delaware
Creek, almost to its junction with the Pecos River, and across the river to Pope's Cainp,
near the thirty-second parallel, forty miles; down the east side of the Pecos, to Emtgrant
Crossing, sixty-five miles; and fifty-five miles on to Horsehead Crossing. Thence the
trail ran east-northeast to the headwaters of the Middle Concho River, seventy miles;
slightly more northward through the vicinity of Carlsbad, Texas, to a camp or station,
about thirty miles; to Grape Creek pear the south line of present Coke County, twenty-
two miles; to Fort Chadbourne in what is now Coke County. Thence the route ran more
to the north across Valley Creek, twelve miles; to Mountain Pass, sixteen miles; passed
the route of the Texas and Pacific Railway, a mile west of the site of present Tye, to Fort
Phantom Hill, thirty miles; to Smith's station, twelve miles; to Clear Fork station, twenty
.six miles; to Franz's station, thirteen miles; and to Fort Belknap, twenty-two miles.
From Fort Belknap the line turned eastward to Murphy's station (a site near present
Graham), sixteen miles; to Jacksboro, nineteen miles; to Earhart's station, sixteen miles;
to Davidson's station, twenty-four miles; to Gainesville, seventeen miles; to Diamond's
station (one mile west of the site of present Whitesboro), fifteen miles; to Sherman,
fifieen miles; and across the Red River at Colbeit's Ferrv, eight miles below Preston.
The route was changed stightly from time to time, the most important change being
made late in 1858, when, in order to secure a better water supply, the stages between
Franklin and the Pecos followed the El Paso-San Antonio road to Camp Stockton (now

Fort Stockton) and thence to the Horsehead Crossing.

The mails went through almost without exception in the twenty-five days allowed. The
postage rate of ten cents per half ounce resulted in receipts in 1860 of $119,766.77.
Early in 1859 Sherman was made a distribution point, through which Texas settlements

Page 1 of 2
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were given postal service. In addition to mail and express the Concord coaches had room
for five or six passengers, and at times more were crowded in. The fare averaged $200
one-way. Passengers, with firearms ready to meet attacks by Indians, generally endured
the ordeal of the trip without rest; for if a traveler laid over, he forfeited his seat, and he
might be marooned for a month before he could secure another. Stage service on the
southern route was terminated in March 1861, when an agreement was made to modify
the contract and move the route northward out of Texas.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Roscoe P. and Margaret B. Conkling, The Butterfield Gverland
Mail, 18571869 (3 vols., Glendale, California: Clark, 1947). LeRoy R. Hafen,
Overland Mail, 1849--1869 (Cleveland: Clark, 1926). Waterman L. Ormsby, The
Butterfield Overland Mail (San Marino, California: Huntington Library, 1942; rpt.
1955). Rupert N. Richardson, "Some Details of the Southern Overland Mail,”
Southwestern Historical Quarterly 29 (July 1925). J. W. Williams, "The Butterficld
Overland Mail Road across Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 61 (July 1957). 1.
W. Williams, The Marcy and Butterfield Trails across Texas (M.A. thesis, Hardin-
Sitnmons University, 1938).

Rupert N. Richardson

The following, adapted from the Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition, is the
preferred citation for this article.

Handbook of Texas Online, s.v. ","
nitp./www tshaoniine.org/handbook/online/articles/BB/egb t html (accessed August 7, 2010).

(NOTE: "s.v." stands for sub verbo, "under the word."}

The Handbook of Texas Online is a project of the Texas State Historical Association
{(http://www.tshaonline.org).

Copyright ©, The Texas State Historical Association, 1997-2002
Last Updated: May 30; 2010
Please send us your cominents.
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The Butterfield Overland Mail in Texas

In September 1858, the famed Butterfield Cverland Mail initiated its southern
route, part of which went through Taxas. Its operations opened the world to
families on the Texas frontier for a tima.

Carrying maif, cargo and
passengers, the vehicles, most of
them Abbott-Downing Cencord
coaches, originated their routes
at either Memphis or St. Louis,
convasged at Fort Smith, Ark.,
and entared Texas by way of :
Colberl's Ferry, eight miias below |
the viflage of Praston on the Red

Ropert PIocheck
Fort elkinap in Young County received its
first mail on the route in 1853,

River, on thelr way to Los
Angelas and San Francisco,

The Butterfiald's southern route

grew out of a survey made in 1854 by Capt. Jehn Pope for the War
Department, which was seeking a Mississippi River-to-Pacific Ocean railroad
taute. Pope's recommended route generally folowed Randolph Marcy's 1845
trail across Texas. It covered 2,700 miles, employed 100 drivers and sevaral
hundrad other employees, operated 164 stations and used 1,800 horses and
mules.

The stations were an average of 20 miles apart — the minimurn distance was
nine miles; the maximum was 80 miles. "Swing stations™ supplied fresh
teams of mules or horsas; "home sigtions" providad meals for about 50 cants
each. But the usual fara of hard tack, dried beef, coffee and dried beans
prompted one newspaper reporter to advise his readers to tae aiong ham,
¢rackers and canned preserves.

If thers was not a suitabls huilding aiready available at the site of 2 proposed
station, the company built ong of adobe, logs or stone and furnished it with
arms. ammunition and men to protect the isolated statien from Indian attack.
Route of the Butterfield Stagscoaches

Erom Colbert's Farry, the Buiterfield line ran through the site of present-day
Denison to Sherman, due to arrive on Sundays and Wednesdays at 12:30

¥ a.m. The nexi stop was Diamond’s station near the site of Whitesboro, then

southwest to Gainesville and on to Davidson's station, six-and-a-half mites
east of the Cooke-Maontague county line. Conolly's station in Wise County
followad, then Earheart's in Jack County, 200 yards west of the Wisa-Jack
county line on the wast bank of Big Cresk in a location called Hog-Eye
Praitie.

Jacksharo, on the north bank of Lost Creek, was tha next stop. A Buiterfisld
passenger in September 1858 wrote that Jackshors, "though a year old,
contains a dozen houses, and | should judge nearly two hundred inhabitants.
Itis on the edge of a large plain, which as we approached i, looked like a
passive lake, so even and level was its surface.”

http://www.texasalmanac.com/history/highlights/butterfield/
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Murphy's station was next, 16 miles west in Young County, about four-and-a-
haif miles south of present-day Loving. Fort Belknap, also in Young County,
received its first westoound mail on Sept. 22, 1858. At that time, there were
about 150 civilians in Fort Belknap, and the town contained houses, several

stores, a post office and a billiard safoon. The military post was ocoupied by
wo companies of 2nd Cavalry at the time

Westbound mails were scheduled t0 arri

Thursdays at 9 a.m., eastbound on Thu::g:;sﬂﬂzn:n%gga?: Zfﬁﬁfa%n:.m
From the western Texas frontler across the desert Southwest, the Indians'
would steal or run off the horses faster than they cotld be resupplied. So
from Fort Belknap to Fort Yuma, Calif., mules puiled the Butterfield coaches
Howevg:r_, not even mules ware safe: Comanches might not consider them
worth riding, but mule meat was haute cuisine to them, In the failf and winter
of 1858-59 alone, Indians stole about 220 head of horses and mules. But,

contrary to Hellywood hype, the Indians seldom attacked the coaches
themselves.

The Overland Maif's southern route praceeded across the Young-
Throckmorton county line about three miles north of Murray to Franz's
station, manned by James Madison Franz, where passengers were served
meals cookad over an open fire. The next stop was Clear Fork of the Brazos
station on the east bank of the Clear Fork a shorl distance above its
confluence with Lambshead Creek. Clear Fork Station was about gight
crow's-flight miles southeast of Camp Cooper.

Smith's was next, on the east bank of Chimney Creek, 26 miles from the
Clear Fork site, then Fort Phantom Hill, o its ruing, on the east side of the
Clear Fork, about 10 miles north of present-day Abilene. The route then
continued southwast to Mountain Pass station, about 11 miles due south of
Merkel, proceeded to the Valley Greek swing station, on the east bank of
Vallay Creek, about one mile northwest of present-day Shep, and to Fort
Chadbaurne on the east bank of Oak Creek. The westbound Butterfield
coaches were scheduled to arrive at Chadbourne on Tuesdays and Fridays
at 3:15 pam., and the eastbound on Wadnesdays and Sundays at 5:15 a.m.

The Colorade River station was next, on the north bark of the Calorado,
probably between present-day Robert Lee and Bronte. Thirteen miles
southwest of the Colorado River station was the Grape Creek station,
situated en the east bank of the east branch of Grape Creek.

The route crossed the Narth Concho River at what became known as the
Butterfield Crossing and stopped next at Johnson's Station, a home station
28 milas southwest of Grape Craek. On the north bank of the Middle Concho
River 10 mites west of Kiowa Creek was the Head of Concho station. which
had the last dependable water supply an the westward trip until the Pecos
River, 75 miles away. From there the trail went down through Castie Gap in
Upton County and southwest to the Horsehead Crossing an the Pecos
station, then proceeded across far West Texas to exit the state at Franklin
City, now Et Pase, and on across the southwestern states to Los Angsles
and San Frangisco.

Operations Brief, But Welcome

The Butterfield Qverland Mait used this southern route only until the cutbraak
of the Civil War in 1861, but for the short time it operated, it was a great boon
te the frontier families in Texas. It brought more frequent and dependable
mall and freight service, it braught visitors and it brought news of the rest of
the world, both in newspapers and through the oral accounts of the
passengers.

The information flow opecated autbound also, as newspapers in Fort Smith,
Saint Louis, Memphis, San Francisco and other large cities along the route
regularly carried news of Concho station, Fort Chadbaurne, Phantom Hill,
Belknap and Jackshoro.

So welcoma in Texas were the Butterfield coaches Bal §6Y6Iat INAUCEMERTS
were offered in the northem part of the line to encourage its operation:

Grayson County officials obuilt bridges across streams; Jack County aid out a £ Exhibit E

road from Jacksboro toward Gainesville so the coaches would follow & route

through the county seat; and Colbert's Ferry transported the Butterfield IQ
coaches across the Red River free. ?age 15 Of S—
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The gestures paid off, Wise, Jack and Young counties all gained papulation
in tha years that the Butterfield coaches served their towns, evidently

because of the availability of stage and mait service and through news of

wastern Texas printed in the newspapers along the eastern stretches of the
route.

End of Southern Route

The splendid experiment came to an end when Taxas seceded from the
Union. With the withdrawal of federal {roops came increased risk of indian
harassment on the southem route, and stores of Butterfleld hay near Camp
Cooper and Fort Belknap were seizad by local posses, leaving no feed for
the horses and mules.

Late in the war, there were wishful rumors on the frontier that Butterfield
stage service was going to resume, but it naver did. The last sastbound
coach through Fort Chadbourne on March 12, 1861, found the fort in

Confederate hands.
— Written by Mary G, Ramos and first published in the 71950-7991 Texas
Almanac.
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